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the surface.    One of the few lessons which I have
learnt from life, and not found already in copy-books,
is the enormous difficulty which a man of the respect-
able classes finds in completely ruining himself, even
by vice, extravagance, and folly; whereas, there are
plenty of honest people who, in spite of economy and
prudence, can scarcely keep outside of the workhouse.
Admitting the appeal to justice, it is, again, often
urged that justice is  opposed to the  demand  for
equality.    Property is sacred, it is said, because a
man has (or ought to have) a right to what he has
made either by labour or by a course of fair dealings
with other men.    I  am not about to  discuss  the
ultimate ground on which the claim to private pro-
perty is justified, and, as I think, satisfactorily estab-
lished.   A man has a right, we say, to all that he has
fairly earned.    Has he, then, a right to inherit what
his father has earned ?    A man has had the advan-
tage of all that a rich father can do for him in edu-
cation, and so forth.    Why should he also have the
father's fortune, without earning it ?    Are the merits
of making money so great that they are transmissible
to posterity?    Should a man who has been so good
as to become rich, be blessed even to the third and
fourth generation ?   Why, as a matter of pure justice,
should not all fortunes be applied to public uses, on
the death of the man who made them ?   Such a law,